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t.1 . (C)  On  February  23,  poloff  delivered  reftel  message  to  the 

appropriate  action  officers  in  the  MFA's  office  of  bilateral 
affairs.  Elena  Rafti,  who  follows  Balkan  issues,  agreed  with 
most  U.S.  points  on  the  Balkans,  and  stressed  that  a strong 
EU  presence  in  Kosovo  and  a successful  referendum  in 
Montenegro  were  important  priorities  for  the  EU.  On  Bosnia, 
however,  she  said  that  while  streamlining  the  government  was 
of  the  utmost  importance,  it  was  unlikely  to  be  accomplished 
before  October  elections.  The  EU  could  not  dictate  specific 
criteria  for  constitutional  reforms,  she  added,  and  the 
Commission  had  signaled  that  appropriate  guidelines  for 
preparation  for  EU  membership  already  existed  in  the 
Copenhagen  criteria.  Charalambous  Hadjisavvas,  who  covers 
Middle  Eastern  issues  in  the  office  of  bilateral  affairs, 
said  that  Cyprus  fully  supported  the  EU  position  on  both  Iran 
and  Hamas . 
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